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pack them in your chariot - they will be fine ones, as you will
see for yourself. And let me tell the women to get a meal ready
in the hall. There's plenty of food in the larder, and it is a point
of honour and decency for us, and a question of comfort for
you, that you should lunch before starting on your long trip
overland. Perhaps you would like to make a tour through
Hellas and the Argive country, letting me take your com-
panion's place; in which case I should provide the car and
horses and serve as your guide to the various cities? Nobody
will send us away empty-handed: we can count on each of our
hosts for at least one gift, a copper tripod or a cauldron, a pair
of mules or a golden cup.'
1 My lord Menelaus/ the wise Telemachus answered,(I really
am anxious to return at once to my own place. For when I set
out I left no custodian in charge of my property. I must see that
this journey in search of my royal father does not end in my
own destruction, and that the house isn't robbed of any of my
valuables.*
When the gallant Menelaus heard this, he at once told his wife
and the servants to prepare a meal in the hall from the plenti-
ful supplies they would find in the larder. At this moment,
Boethous' son Eteoneus, who lived near by and had just got up,
drew near and was told by Menelaus to light the fire and roast
some meat. Eteoneus hastened to carry out his instructions,
while Menelau$, in company with Helen and Megapenthes,
went down to his scented store-room. When they had reached
the spot where the treasure was kept, Menelaus picked out a
two-handled cup and told his son Megapenthes to take a silver
mixing-bowl. Helen, meanwhile, went to the chests which con-
tained her embroidered dresses, the work other own hands, and
from them, great lady that she was, she lifted out the longest
and most richly decorated robe, which had lain underneath all
the rest, and now glittered like a star. They then made their way
through the house and found Telemachus, to whom red-haired
Menelaus said:(It is my earnest hope, Telemachus, that Zeus the
Thunderer and Lord of Here will grant you a safe journey and

